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derlying and the immediate causes of the War. M. Poin-
care writes with lawyer-like vigor and perfect confidence in
the wisdom and righteousness of all his acts. He quotes
at length from his innumerable speeches in defense of the
power and dignity of France, her love of peace and her
loyalty to Russia and England. He uses much unpublished
material from the French archives, which makes his volumes
of great value to the historian. But he frequently turns
aside, with sarcasm and with overwhelming minutiae of
detail, in attempts to confute his critics; this often makes
his work an acrid polemic rather than a calm historical
retrospect.
M. Poincare's most severe critics have been his own
countrymen—Pevet, Judet, Fabre-Luce, Converset, Mor-
hardt, Victor Margueritte, Lazare, and a host of lesser
lights. They have charged him with getting rid of cautious
ambassadors like M. Georges Louis in St. Petersburg and
M. Crozier in Vienna to make way for a chauvinist like
M* Delcasse or puppets like M. Paleologue and M. Dumaine,
in order that he might be more free to work with Izvolski
in bringing about a war which should recover Alsace*
Lorraine for France and secure Constantinople and the
Straits for Russia. Many of his replies to their criticisms
are sound. He manages to explain away some of the in-
criminating remarks that Izvolski attributes to him. But
in many other cases he seems to take refuge in the practice
of throwing dust in the reader's eye by diverting attention
from the main point to minor matters,
On the general question of war responsibility, M, Poin-
care tries to prove that as Premier and President he in no
way deviated from the pacific policy of his predecessors.
He attempts to show that he and M. Georges Louis were
in complete agreement as to the nature and interpretation
of the Franco-Russian alliance. To one who has read all
the available documents, his arguments are not always con-

